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first, because it was an affront to the Boers; secondly,
because it was inhuman; thirdly, because it was prompted
by a fear of white trade unionism, and a desire to obtain
cheap labour in order that wealthy capitalists might be still
further enriched* This " Chinese Slavery" came to be
a leading topic at the next General Election* No doubt
denunciation of it was overdone on the part of many
Liberal candidates in their eagerness to drive a particularly
deadly nail into the Government's coffin. But when all
due allowance for electioneering exaggeration has been
made, the policy of Chinese labour still stands out clearly
as bad policy, and bad morals* In serene old age, when
every particle of Party bitterness had disappeared from
his mind, Augustine Birrell commented on it in these
words: " The importation of cheap Chinese indentured
labour into the gold and diamond fields of South Africa
was an evil thing, As for the .alleged inexactitude of the
phrase * Chinese Slavery', I could never see what was wrong
with it."
The end of the Government came sooner, and more
suddenly, than had been anticipated. In the early autumn
of 1905 it looked as if Balfour had every intention of
carrying on until the extreme limit of Parliament's life
had been reached* It is true that his Party was split in two
over the fiscal question (" Like a worm when it is cut,
both ends wriggle," was Lloyd George's comment); but
Balfour's policy, successful so far, was to play for time,
hoping that some basis of compromise would ere long be
discovered* Two things, however, caused a change of
tactics* The first was the outbreak of dissension once
again among the Liberal leaders* As the virtual certainty
of having soon to form a Government came to be realised
more clearly by Liberals, the question of leadership assumed
a graver complexion. Apparently there were still some